What’s Ahead: Bylaws Proposals and Procedural Updates for the 2025 House of
Delegates

As the 2025 APTA House of Delegates (HOD) approaches, members of the APTA
Washington Chapter are encouraged to stay informed about two important developments:
proposed amendments to the APTA Bylaws, and operational modifications to how this
year’s House will be conducted. Together, these efforts reflect APTA’'s commitment to
strong governance, inclusivity, and professionalism in our decision-making processes.

Proposed Bylaws Amendments

At the upcoming session on July 13-14 in Washington, DC, among the many motions to be
voted on (final packet yet to be distributed), delegates will vote on seven proposed bylaw
amendments. These proposals are designed to support strategic priorities such as
leadership development, greater inclusivity, and legal compliance. Here is a snapshot of
what’s under consideration:

Board of Directors Tenure: Limits members to two complete terms in any office, except for
the President, who may serve up to three. This promotes leadership renewal and
succession planning.

Association Committees: Transfers committee details from the bylaws to Board policy
documents to increase flexibility and keep the bylaws focused on core governance.

Article X: Amendments Process: Removes the restriction that bylaw amendments can
only be introduced in years ending in 0 or 5 and streamlines submission and distribution
timelines.

Elections Process: Supports asynchronous (electronic) voting and modernizes the
nomination process for broader delegate participation.

Alignment with Illinois Law: Updates language to align with the Illinois General Not for
Profit Corporation Act (APTA’s state of incorporation).

PTA Eligibility for Board Service: Designates one Director role on the APTA Board to be
filled by a Physical Therapist Assistant (excluding Executive Committee roles).

Student Delegate Voting Rights: Grants voting privileges to two Student Engagement
Group delegates, increasing student voice in APTA policy decisions.



These proposed changes will be discussed and voted on at the House. Washington
members are encouraged to review the full document containing amendments proposed
for consideration by the 2025 on the APTA House of Delegates Community and to share
feedback with your chapter delegates.

Operational Modifications to House Proceedings

To ensure a respectful, secure, and productive deliberative environment, the APTA Board of
Directors has approved several procedural updates to how the 2025 House will operate.

These changes are in response to increased concerns about risk, misuse of media, and the
importance of safe participation.

Mitigating Risk: Unauthorized live-streaming, transcription, photography, or video
recording of House proceedings will be prohibited. This protects the privacy and integrity of
deliberations and speakers.

Respectful and Safe Environment: Social media use during House sessions will not be
permitted. This helps avoid the distortion of comments and supports constructive,
professional dialogue.

Transparency and Accessibility: Although real-time media is restricted, the official
minutes of the House will remain publicly accessible. Chapters and sections may provide
member briefings in a manner that maintains confidentiality and respects the professional
standards of our association.

Your Voice Matters

Together, these proposals and policy shifts reflect APTA’s evolving approach to professional
governance—balancing transparency and openness with security, respect, and
responsible leadership.

We encourage all Washington members to stay engaged and reach out to your APTA WA
delegation with your perspectives. Your input plays a vital role in shaping the future of
physical therapy. Contact us at delegates@aptawa.org.
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